“God’s Message through His written Word”
“Leviticus”

Intro: Remind what this new series is about. 

I. A brief summary of the contents of the book: “Leviticus”

A. First explanation of the title of the book: “Leviticus”


1. The literal meaning of the word Leviticus is: pertaining to and 

               containing matters of “Levitical interests.”



a. What is the meaning of “Levitical interests?”



b. The word Leviticus has as its root the word “Levi.”



c. “Levi” was the name of one of Jacob’s sons; the son whose 

                          tribe, the “Levites” would be assigned the sacred responsibility 

                          to serve as the priests for the people. 



d. The primary function of the priests was two-fold: 




1) They were to make sure all forms of worship were 

                                    conducted properly and they were to be the persons of 

                                    leadership and authority regarding all the ways and 

                                    means of the worship of the people before Holy God. 




2) The priests were also responsible to teach the people how 

                                    to live holy lives in honor and in obedience before God; 




a) they were to instruct and on some occasions 
                                             enforce the various and multiple laws and 

                                             regulations that helped lead the people to live holy

                                             and consecrated lives





b) to, in essence and in living reality, be a holy 

                                              people, chosen by God and called by God to
                                              accomplish God’s Holy and sacred purposes. 


2. Therefore, we can see now that the title “Leviticus” refers to a book 

               which contains content that has laws and regulations regarding 

               worship, and maintaining holiness in daily living. 


3. The word “Leviticus” references the responsibility of the priesthood 

               of Israel to discharge their duties with respect to leading the people in 

               the proper acts of worship and instructing the people in the proper 

               conduct of holy living before God. 

4. From Broadman Commentary: Vol. 2, p. 1 – Clements –

              “We find that Leviticus contains many regulations about day-to-day 

               affairs, about behavior as a family within God’s people, and about 

               preserving health and cleanliness in the home and in personal 

               relationships. All these were subjects which (the) priest was expected 

               to explain to the people, and over which he was commanded to watch,

               in order to prevent any infringement of the holy status which God 

               demanded of Israel.”

B. Contents: (contains the following)



1. Instructions for sacrificial offerings.



2. Instructions for priests regarding sacrifices. 



3. The consecration of Aaron (Moses’ brother) and his sons to be Israel’s 

                         priests. 



4. Regulations concerning purity. 



5. The Great “Day of Atonement.”



6. Codes of holiness. 



7. Laws regarding oaths and gifts. 

II. The main message of the book of Leviticus: 


A. From Broadman Commentary – Clements Vol2, p. 1-2



1. “The purpose of Leviticus is clearly to bring together into an ordered 

                           collection various regulations which concerned the offering of 

                           sacrifice i.e. (proper worship) to God, the organization (and duties) 

                           of the priesthood, and a great many other matters which arose out of 

                           holy relationship between Israel and God.”


2. “(Leviticus) can very fittingly be interpreted as an extensive 

                          guidebook showing how Israel was to work out in the routine of daily 

                          living the great promise and command made on Mount Sinai, “You 

                          shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” Exodus 19: 6



3. “Of all the five books which make up the “Torah” (Law), 

                         (Pentatuch in the Greek), Leviticus is the one that can most 

                          consistently be described as law. 
                           “Its contents  are made up almost entirely of laws and regulations, 

                           with only the minimum of intervening narrative.”


B. Some of the literal, specific content: 



1. Laws regarding: 




a. The Burnt offering




b. The Grain offering




c. The Fellowship offering




d. The Sin offering




e. The Guilt offering




f. A repetition of these regulations



2. The ordination of Aaron and His sons, (to the priesthood).




a. The Priests begin their ministry. 




b. the death of Aaron’s sons for unholy worship. 



3. Clean and unclean food. 



4. Personal rules of purification. 



5. Regulations about infectious skin diseases. 



6. Regulations regarding personal hygiene. 



7. Instruction regarding the Day of Atonement. 



8. Laws regarding the consumption of the blood of animals. 



9. Unlawful sexual relationships. 



10. Various laws related to living clean. 



11. Punishment for sins. 



12. Rules for Priests. 



13. Unacceptable sacrifices. 



14. Regulations regarding various Feasts. 



15. Rules regarding worship, and blasphemy. 



16. The Sabbath year; the Year of Jubilee. 



17. Rewards for obedience and punishment for disobedience. 



18. Redeeming what is the Lord’s. 


C. The main message in summary –



1. God is seeking to create in His chosen people a HOLY people!



2. He is seeking to create a people that are pure and holy, separate and 
                         sacred from all other people groups, tribes and nations. 


3. He wants them to be pure and holy in their daily lives, in practical 

                        everyday living, including diet, behavior, relationships and personal 

                        values. 



4. He wants them to be pure and holy in their worship – how they 

                         worship and when and with that which they bring to worship. 



5. He wants a priesthood that is pure and holy and consecrated to the 

                         responsibility of leading and teaching and assisting the people in their 

                         religious practice, everyday living and in their special acts and

                         seasons and ceremonies of worship. 

III. Key scriptures from the book of Leviticus: 


A. There are lots of interesting scriptures: 



1. Leviticus 3: 1



2. Leviticus 6: 1-7



3. On what may or may not be eaten – 11: 20-23



4. Leviticus 19: 9-18



5. The “Year of Jubilee” – 25: 8-54



    Everything; all things are returned to the original owners!


B. The key theme scriptures: 



1. Leviticus 11: 44-45



2. Leviticus 16: 29-34



3. Leviticus 19: 1-2; 20: 7-8; 26



4. Leviticus 26: 2-13

IV. The application from Leviticus relevant to your life and my life today: 


A. God desires a Holy people…



1. And God desires Holy living from His people!



2. God was seeking to create a people of holiness and cleanliness unto 
                         Himself; and He still desires a pure, holy and clean people today. 

B. Do we become a holy people of God today by observing and keeping all of 

               the laws and regulations in the book of Leviticus?


1. Certainly some of the laws related to practical living and interpersonal 

                         relationships are beneficial for us. 




a. These are not laws that we must keep in order to gain God’s 

                                   approval. egs.?




b. These are rules for practical living that make sense with regard 

                                    to physical health, cleanliness and the right kind of behavior 

                                    with regard to relationships with others. egs.?



2. However, none of the literal passages regarding the various ritualistic 

                         offerings received by the Priests and given in worship applies today, 

                         because we relate to God today and worship Him under a New 

                         Covenant established by His Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ. 




a. The concept and practice of giving an “offering” is still very 

                                   valid. 




b. The concept and practice of giving to God sacrificially is also 

                                   valid. 




c. But today we aren’t restricted to nor is God limited to a worship 

                                   in a “Tent of Meeting” (Tabernacle) or Temple. 




d. We come to God personally in and by means of His Holy Spirit 

                                    and meet Him through His Holy Spirit and worship and serve 

                                    and give our lives to Him in Spirit and Truth. 


C. Today God creates a Holy people unto Himself by giving every believer 

               who believes on Jesus as Savior – His Holy Spirit!



1. It is the Holy Spirit of God in every believer that creates a holy 

                         people!



2. Believers indwelt and filled with God’s Holy Spirit will give 

                        evidence in the lives of the person, nature, character and behavior of 

                        Jesus Christ!



3. No one can be more holy than when they are allowing Jesus to live 

                        through their lives in spiritual reality!



4. And this is what the book of Leviticus shows us; God is serious about 

                          having a Holy People who are His, and who He then can use to 

                          accomplish His eternal purposes!



5. The key passage of scripture in all of the book of Leviticus, 

                         “Be ye holy because the Lord your God is Holy!”



6. For believers today, that means pure and simple, be like Jesus – or let 

                         Christ live through your life completely.
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