“God’s Message through His Written Word”
“Numbers”

Intro: Have you ever done or wanted to do a personal search of your family genealogy? 

I. Summary of the content: 


A. This is a big part of what the book of Numbers is all about!



1. Counting the clans of the various tribes of Israel. 



2. Separating themselves and consecrating themselves to the Lord; the 

                        God of their fathers. 



3. Exploring Canaan the Promised Land! 

                        the report and the rebellion



4. There is opposition against Moses and Aaron.



5. More complaining against Moses and Aaron and water from the rock!



6. Issues with the nations of Edom and Moab.



7. Balaam’s donkey and Balaam’s oracles. 


8. Moab seduces Israel.



9. a Second Census.



10. Joshua chosen to succeed Moses – chapter 27



11. More commands regarding offerings, feasts and days of special 

                          Worship. 



12. Vengeance on the Midianites.



13. Stages in Israel’s journey; boundaries of Canaan. 



14. Towns for Levites and Cities of Refuge


B. There is a noticeable absence of any one single theme in the content of the 
                book of Numbers. 

               (But I have a thought that I will share in just a bit – re: an overall theme!)


C. The title – “Numbers” –



1. from the Latin “Numeri” which refers to the two numberings on the 

                         book of tribes and clans of Israel. (Chapters 1-4 and 26)



2. The Name of the Book in the Hebrew translation is simply “In the 

                        Wilderness” basically because that is where most of what is recorded 

                         in the book takes place –



3. The chronological content of the book records specific events and 

                        experiences from the days when the people of Israel first came to Mt. 

                        Sinai through a time period of approximately 38 years wandering in 

                        the wilderness until Israel proceeded up the Eastern side of the Jordan 

                        river valley to the land of Moab and Midian. 

II. The main or primary message of the book relative to its place in the Hebrew Torah 

    (Law); the first five books of the Old Testament. 


A. Chapters 1-10: 10 pertain to priestly laws and regulations. 


1. These laws speak to the development of the seriousness, significance 

                         and importance of the priesthood in the life of the people of Israel and 

                         their relationship to God (Yahweh).


2. Issues of proper Worship, purity, holiness and correct observance of 

                         ceremony and the preeminence of offerings were reviewed and 

                         reemphasized. 


B. Beginning in chapter 10: 11 the book records the narrative of Israel leaving 

               the area of Mt. Sinai and beginning their journey toward Canaan or the 

               Promised Land. 


1. Woven into this narrative are: 



a. specific events;



b. directions for daily living, 



c. the basis for authority, 



d. structure in their organization;



e. instructions for observing the annual religious calendar and



f. rules for property rights and inheritance. 


2. It is these accounts which provided a means to express some deep 

                         spiritual truths. 

C. The Main Message it seems is clear in one respect –


1. When you do not trust nor obey God things (life, travels, journeys, 

                         etc.) will not go well. 


2. God is clear in His calling and counting – those He has called!


3. God is clear in His commands and promises. 


4. But if Israel refuses to follow the call and commands of God, there 

                         will be serious consequences. 

III. Key Scriptures in the book of Numbers: 


A. Numbers 1: 1-4; the key verses that give the book its name!


B. A traditional blessing for the people by the priests: Numbers 6: 22-27


C. The start of their journey to the land of Canaan – Numbers 10: 11-13


D. Numbers 13 – an exclusive excursion into Canaan to explore the 
                                       Promised Land!


1. The names of the leaders chosen were recorded forever.



2. It was clearly a significant data gathering mission – vs. 17-25



3. We all know the report the majority brought back to the people. 

                         vs. 26-33




a. Two said “Go!”




b. Ten said “No!”




c. There are so many lessons in this that we could dwell on for a 

                                   week!




d. Are you the kind of person that is prone to see the 

                                   possibilities or the problems; especially when the context of 

                                   your viewpoint is filled with the promises of God your 

                                   heavenly Father!


E. The people complain and God brings judgment – Numbers 14

IV. Application of the book of Numbers relevant to us today: 


A. There are obvious lessons to be learned from the event which 

                demonstrated Israel’s lack of faith and trust in God. 


1. They refused to trust and obey!



2. They suffered severe consequences as a result of their sin!




a. An entire generation was prevented from entering the 

                                   Promised Land. 




b. Those who disobeyed died after wandering in the wilderness for 

                                   all of their lives. 


B. I see another lesson of relevant application for today: 



1. I see a people living in what seems to be a constant state of 

                         complaining, conflict and chaos!



2. This condition of ongoing chaos in their lives was the direct result of 

                         their disconnect with the God who had specifically and intentionally 

                         and deliberately and powerfully led these same people out of 

                         slavery and bondage to a foreign enemy and had brought them 

                         through with a great display of power and glory!




a. And they would not trust God to take them the rest of the way!




b. They could only see the problems!



c. They had no faith. 




d. They griped, complained, rebelled and disobeyed!!!!!!




e. Listen to these words from Numbers: 





1) 11: 1 – immediately after they left Sinai and headed 

                                                          toward Canaan. 





2) 11: 4-6





3) 12: 1 – Moses’ sister and brother complain and are 

                                                          critical  of their brother, because of who he 

                                                          married. 





4) 13: 31-33





5) 14: 1-4; 26-34





6) 16: 1-3





7) 17: 1-5





8) 20: 1-5





9) 21: 4-5


3. A life of conflict, chaos and confusion results from constant 

                         complaining and disobedience due to rebellion against the commands 

                         and promises of God!



a. There is a definite sense in which a lack of faith and an 

                                   unwillingness to obey manifests itself in constant complaining. 




b. Likewise, constant complaining and griping reflects a spirit and 

                                   heart that has little or no faith and an unwillingness to obey 

                                   what God has commanded!
Concluding application: 
The present and personal application of the message and content in the book of Numbers: 

Count everyone, we are starting out on our trip –  every person is important and valuable, and has a God-given purpose for being here. 

We are all excited to get started; we are looking forward to our destination with great anticipation – but will we remain that way; will we stay excited and eager and full of enthusiasm if the going gets rough and if we encounter difficult and dangerous obstacles or circumstances along the way?
Also will we stay true to our course and objective, being faithful, trusting and obedient to our calling if we encounter what appears to be life threatening dangers and difficulties?
Will we lose heart, lose faith, lose trust and desire to turn back; thinking we were better off where we were before, in our old life, living by our old ways?

God’s message in “Numbers” –

I have a calling on your life with a sacred eternal purpose for you to fulfill on this earth, that when fulfilled will make a difference in heaven. 

Will you trust me and obey me and follow me every step of the way, no matter how difficult or dangerous the journey may get along the way?

Will you stay the course and go all the way through to where I am leading you. 

Or will you begin to doubt, then complain, then gripe, then accuse, then quit and turn back, rebelling and refusing to be and do what I asked you to be and do?

You will see that life and this journey is not always going to be easy – there will be; there are, some real difficulties up ahead, some real dangers, some real obstacles, some conflicts you will have to face!

But if you will trust Me and obey Me, I will see you through all the way. 

I will lead you on the right road in the right way – but I must tell you – the road will get narrow; very narrow, it will be rocky in places; it will be steep in others, and at times there will be various kinds of dangers that will threaten to stop you, divert you, redirect you even destroy you – at all those times and junctures, you will have to be prepared to stay with Me, trust in Me, obey My commands and instructions and directions.

Your natural inclination will be to turn back and run away, to go back to where you were, to what you were familiar with in the past.

You will even be tempted to think that I don’t love and care for you or want what is best for you. 

But don’t believe that lie. 

Trust in Me, the One who delivered you, saved you and brought you safely out of the slavery you were living in. 

I AM the Lord your God! Believe in Me and stay true to My calling and direction for your life!!!!

**read from CRABB pp 14-15
So what is it going to be…11days God’s way?

Or 40 years in the wilderness…..on your own?
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