“God’s Message through His Written Word”
“Deuteronomy”

(The fifth book of the Bible)

Intro: Outline:


1. A brief summary of the content. 


2. A brief summary of the main message. 


3. Some key scripture from the book; and why they are “key.”


4. Application relevant to you and me today. 

The key words to understanding the book of Deuteronomy is “REMEMBER” and “RENEW.”

Remember the Lord your God and what He has done for you, and renew your right relationship with Him.

I. A brief outline of the content of the book of Deuteronomy: 


A. Because the book is composed of three collections of speeches and sermons 

               by Moses, there is too much detail to give a brief synopsis of the extensive 

               content of each collection of speeches. 

B. Some of the highlights with the chapter breakdowns are: 



1. The First collection of Moses’ speeches – Deut. 1: 1 – 14: 43




a. Travel from Horeb to Paran – the Mt. of God to the place of 

                                   entry into the Promised Land. – 1: 6 – 3: 29




b. A Sermon on the First Commandment; 4: 1-40




c. Cities of Refuge; 4: 41-43



2. The Second collection of Moses’ speeches – 4: 44 – 28: 68




a. Covenant established at Horeb (Sinai) with Moses as mediator. 

                                   5: 1-27




b. Exhortations – 5: 28 – 8: 20




c. Not your righteousness – 9: 1-7




d. Broken Covenant at Horeb! 9: 8 – 10: 11



e. Sermon – 10: 12 – 11:32




f. One Sanctuary – 12: 1-32




g. One God – 13: 1-18




h. One Holy People different from all others. 14: 1 – 25: 19




i. Two liturgical confessions – 26: 1-19




j. Covenant Renewal at Shechem 27: 1-8




k. The Ceremony – 27: 9-26




l. Blessing and curses – 26: 1-68


3. The Third collection of Moses’ speeches – 29: 1 – 33: 29




a. Covenant in Moab – 29: 1-15




b. Exhortations – 29: 16 – 30: 20




c. Joshua’s inauguration – 31: 1-30




d. The song of Moses – 32: 1-43




e. Narrative conclusion for the song. 32: 44-47




f. Moses is ordered to ascend to Mt. Horeb 32: 48-52




g. The Blessing of Moses – 33: 1-29



4. The Death of Moses – 34: 1-12

II. A brief summary of the main message of the book!


A. Deuteronomy was primarily and originally a Covenant book. 



1. Chapters 5-30 especially proclaim this invitation to Covenant and/or 

                         Covenant Renewal. 



2. Ceremonies of Covenant Renewal are recorded in the O.T. from the 

                         first generation after Moses until the middle of the fifth century B.C. 




a. These ceremonies often appear in times of change or crisis and 

                                   are accompanied by reform and restoration. 




b. There can be no doubt that the central portions of the book of 
                                   Deuteronomy was in some way related to the reforms of Josiah. 
                                   c.f. II Kings 22-23

B. The theological and practical purpose of the book stands out in 31: 3-6



1. The real source of leadership, power and direction does not lie in a 

                         man; not even Moses. 



2. It is the Lord Who leads and provides the power and direction for 

                        fulfilling His purpose in the lives of the people!


C. Deuteronomy pictures Israel as the gathered congregation hearing and 

               receiving the announcement of the Covenant. 



1. It stresses God’s “election” of Israel in terms of the Covenant. 



2. Faith and voluntary commitment to God in the Covenant are written  

                        large in Deuteronomy. 




a. They are to be exercised by the whole people. 




b. As a consequence the entire people are held responsible for 

                                  keeping the provisions of the Covenant. 


D. Deuteronomy is clearly related to the renewal of Covenant. 



1. These covenant renewal ceremonies helped later generations of 

                         Israelites to identify themselves with those who did stand at Horeb 

                         (Sinai) and to understand that Moses’ words were timeless, applying 

                          just as much to them as to the first generation. 



2. Deuteronomy exudes the proclamation of a new change!



a. God’s grace offers the people another chance!




b. He offers life or death!




c. The book stresses the need to choose and the fateful result of 

                                   the wrong choice. 




d. The privilege of this choice is due to God’s grace!




e. The choice they make will result in salvation or divine 

                                   judgment!



3. Deuteronomy is a testimony to God’s abiding purpose for Israel. 



4. Deuteronomy is a continuous call to enter into God’s purpose for 

                         Israel by commitment to Him and His Covenant with them.


E. The influence of Deuteronomy is seen in many places in the New 

               Testament. 



1. Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy when He was being tempted by 

                         Satan in the wilderness. 



2. Jesus quoted the Greatest Commandment from Deuteronomy. 



3. Jesus quoted Deuteronomy more than any other Old Testament book.



4. The Apostle Paul seemed to be relying heavily on Deuteronomy in 

                         many of his letters. 

III. Key scriptures in the book of Deuteronomy


A. It’s time to go (where I am sending you); you have stayed in this same place 

               long enough. It’s time to move! Deut. 1: 5-8


B. Let me remind you of Who God is and What He has done for you! 

              Deut. 4: 32-40


C. Let me remind you of the ten statements, commandments, that God gave 

               you, for you to obey for all time! Deut. 5: 1-21; 32-33


D. The scripture that presents perhaps the best known and most frequently 
                quoted passage for all Israelites – the “SHEMAH”  

                Deut. 6: 1-6 (especially v. 4-5)


E. The reminder of the Covenant Renewal Ceremony. 

               Selected passages from Deut. 29 and 30; specifically Deut. 30: 11-20

IV. What is the application from Deuteronomy relevant for us today?


A. The need to renew your promise and commitment to God!



1. Renewal of your VOWS in your Covenant relationship with God. 



2. It is a good and sometimes necessary thing to renew the promises and 

                         commitment you made in any Covenant relationship. 

                        (Marriage being the most obvious)


B. The need to realize and understand that every relationship with God and 

               commitment to God must be based on a deep and abiding LOVE for God. 



1. Our commitment must not be based on just wanting a better life for 

                         ourselves!



2. We must learn who God is and love Him for Who He is; simply 

                         because He is Who He is!



3. Love for the simple sake of the object itself; in this case the object is 

                        God – (not what He can do for me, but because of Who He is!)

C. The need to examine your heart and release it along with all of yourself to 

               God so that you/we can love, serve, honor and obey Him as perfectly as 

               possible. 



1. God does not want to be in second or third place. 



2. He want to be first place in your heart!

D. The need to make a choice again and reaffirm your previous decision as to 

               whether or not you will choose or have chosen and will continue to choose 

               life with God over death with yourself. 



1. God has chosen you!



2. He is faithful even to those who are faithless!



3. He will never withdraw the offer of life to whomever wants to 

                         receive it. 



4. But the offer of life comes’ from the Author of Life and it comes on 

                        His terms not yours or mine. 



5. God makes more out of life in one lifetime than you or I could on our 
                         own if we worked at it for a billion years. 

Conclusion – The prophecy God gave Moses regarding One who would come after 

                       Him and be like Him was fulfilled in God’s only Son, Jesus Christ! 

                       c.f. Deut. 18: 14-20, John 14: 6

Special insight on the scene at “The Transfiguration”

Moses is obviously alive, well and completely recognizable!

This gives great confirmation with respect to what our form and 

state will be in heaven!
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