God’s Message through His Written Word
“Judges”

Introduction to Judges: 
A key word that helps us to understand the message of this book: 
“Consistency”
…as it pertains to the people and their commitment to live for God, obey God; honor God, serve God and keep themselves and their devotion only unto God and give themselves to God for Him to carry forth the fulfillment of His purpose in their lives. 

This is the principle that will be most applicable to our lives personally as followers of Jesus Christ. 

How consistent are we in our walk with, devotion to and service for the person of Jesus Christ, whom we have declared as our personal Lord and Savior?

How much importance do we place on the issue of consistency in many other areas of our life and society?

Let’s think of just a few examples: 


your electricity – on again, off again, once or twice a week or less or more; or a 

                                       month?


your automobile – starts today, not tomorrow; runs good for 30 minutes then 

                                         quits; etc., etc., etc. 


how about your spouse – comes home once or twice or three times a week, but 

                                                    you never know which days; or comes home for a 

                                                    little while and then leaves, and you don’t know  

                                                    when they will return – you can’t count on them!
How about the reality of your paycheck at your work – you can’t count on it being given to you on a consistent basis, and you can’t count on how much it going to be. 
What are some other people that you depend on being consistent?
Police officers when you need them; firefighters; hospital personnel, doctors, nurses; 
What if the doctor who is performing surgery on you had a reputation of being inconsistent – well he’s good when he or she’s here, but you never know when they will show up, and you never know if they are going to show up prepared – because that’s how they went through medical school – very inconsistent!
Truth is, virtually everything in life, we depend on being consistent – except one thing of course – living for God. Worshiping God; serving God; growing in God’s Word for our daily lives; fulfilling our purpose to do our part as people on mission  for God!
But of course I am being unfair because all these other things of life that we depend on being consistent are much more important than our personal commitment to live for Jesus Christ and give Him our lives! Right?
I. Some things your need to know about the book of “Judges” in order to understand 

   what God is saying in the book. 

A. First, the persons known as “Judges” in the book are not the kind of 

                “judges” that you and I think of when we hear that word. 


1. The “Judges” in the book of Judges were specific individuals 

                         especially chosen by God to lead a portion or more of the tribes

                         of Israel to defeat an enemy or overcome a foe or threat of some 

                         capacity.


2. Some of these leaders are familiar to those familiar with the Bible, but 

                         some are not known much at all.



a) familiar ones: Gideon, Samson, and maybe Deborah 

                                  (Yes! A woman was one of these special leaders.)



b) unfamiliar ones: Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Abimelech, Tola, 

                                   Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon.



3. Note- several times in the book we read the statement, “In those days 

                         there was no king in Israel, so the people did as they pleased.” 

                         (saw fit) 17: 6, 18: 1, 19: 1, 21: 25



a) This statement speaks to a lack of overall leadership and a lack 

                                   of centralized government. 




b) It also speaks to a discontinuity regarding spiritual discipline, 

                                   obedience and consistency in their living by God’s commands. 


B. Second, the content in the book of Judges reflects an extremely primitive 

               time and a primitive culture that you and I cannot imagine living in or to 

               which we can relate today!



1. Out of the context of this primitive culture from which we have the 

                         content of the book, we must glean the relevant spiritual truths and 

                         principles. 



2. There are many of these spiritual truths in the book of Judges. 



3. The overall theme of the book is a theme of rebellion, rejection, 

                         redemption and deliverance by God who chooses and uses a Spirit 

                         anointed leader. 


C. Some secondary insights to help our understanding the book of Judges: 



1. “Heroes” – every culture has them at various times in its history, and 

                           the accounts are told and retold down through the ages of every 

                           generation. egs. Robin Hood, William Wallace of “Braveheart”, 

                           George Washington, Daniel Boone, Davy Crockett, Sam Houston, 

                           Simon Bolivar, Leif Erickson, Douglas MacArthur. 



2. The book of Judges is about some of the “Heroes” of the tribes of 

                         Israel that God chose and called and anointed to accomplish certain 

                         feats of victory.
II. Another principle that is a part of the message of the book of Judges – is the 

    realization that : 

A. In this book you continue to see God fulfilling His promise and purpose for 

               Israel in their lives and activities. 


1. The events of the book of Judges involves an in-between time from 

                         the actual entrance into the Promised Land to the formation of Israel 

                         as a unified nation.


2. If the children of Israel were an individual person, the events and 

                         behavior during the time of Judges would probably be most like the 

                         rebellious teenage years.


3. Israel as twelve independent tribes are trying to discover their peculiar 

                         identity and assert their individual independence.


4. They make unwise, one might say immature decisions which get them 
                         into trouble – they stop obeying God – they rebel against God’s 
                         authority – they begin to dabble in other forms of religious practice 

                         which are pagan and packed with fleshly pleasure!

B. We see in Judges a reoccurring cycle:


1. When they engage in this idolatrous behavior, God backs away, 

                          removes His blessing and favor – just like He told them He would!


2. Then without the blessing and favor of Almighty Holy God upon their 

                         lives and their portion of land they begin to be invaded by foreign 

                         peoples, neighboring nations and some of the tribes that became their 

                         enemies and threaten their existence, peace and prosperity.


3. So when things get really bad and it looks as if they will be defeated 

                         maybe even annihilated they start crying out to God again – to come 

                         and save them, rescue them, help them in any way that He can! 

                         (The people would confess and repent of their wrongdoing).


4. By God’s mercy and God’s grace He would choose and call out a 

                         person, He would especially anoint with His Spirit and He would send 

                         them out to defeat whatever enemies had risen up at that particular 

                         moment.


5. The particular chosen leader would respond in various degrees and 

                         capacity and would obey God’s calling and successfully lead a tribe 

                         or tribal army to victory over the particular enemy.


6. Then all the people would rejoice, celebrate and be happy for a season 

                         or two or three, until they once more became complacent and then 

                         disobedient and then the cycle would start all over again, and again, 

                         and again. INCONSISTENCY!


7. It is this scenario repeated over and over that presents us valuable 

                         lessons of trust and obedience through the lives of Gideon, Samson, 

                         Deborah and Barak and Jephthah and the others.

C. Accounts of these leaders in the book of Judges:


1. Deborah and Barak and the “Song of Deborah” – Judges 4 & 5



2. Gideon – Judges 6, 7 & 8


3. Jephthah – Judges 10, 11 & 12



4. Samson – Judges 13, 14, 15, 16

III. Application of the message from the book of Judges – relevant to our lives today:

A. “Adolescence” – in our spiritual lives and relationship and walk with God!



1. Is the cycle found in Judges anywhere near a description of our own 

                         spiritual journey and walk with God?



2. Do we receive God’s gifts, blessings, provision and guidance in our 

                        lives gladly?



3. Then after the euphoria wears off and the mundane routine drudgery 

                         of life begins, do we forget about the promises we made to God, to 

                         live for Him and love Him with all of our heart?



4. Do we turn to other pleasures and interests and divide our devotion to 

                        God or in fact begin giving our “love” and devotion to something else 

                        that we become consumed with?



5. Then because we are out from under God’s umbrella, making our own 
                         dumb and unwise choices which gets us in deep trouble or even 
                         creates a crisis; do we quickly turn and start crying out to God for 
                         Him to save us again and rescue us again, and help us out yet again 
                         promising Him that if He will come help us we will do better and turn 
                         back to walking with Him the way we know we should?


6. And then when He does help us, do we become all grateful and giddy 

                         and spiritually superficial that we exude the impression to others that 

                         we have for sure this time turned over a new leaf – 




a) and it seems we have, and we kind of do for a while – until 

                                  enough time passes without any crisis;



b) and then we go back to doing things our way and making our 

                                   fun and games our highest priority?



7. If that describes the pattern of our relationship with God, then we are 

                         just the same as the people in the book of Judges.

B. “Inconsistency” – the definition of the Word speaks for itself when applied 

                                             to our Christian lives and our walk with God!



1. How consistently committed are we? How consistently do we live out 

                         our commitment on a day to day basis?



2. How consistently faithful are we to the promises we made to our Lord 

                         and Savior?



3. How consistently dependable are we to the Body of Christ the Church 

                        that we are a part of – of which we are committed to be an active 

                        member?



4. Has anyone ever felt called to be a part of a local Body of Christ, but 

                         in responding to that call to unite their lives with a that Body has 

                         given the disclaimer that although joining they want it known that 

                         they will not be consistent, dependable, faithful or fully committed to 

                         the life mission and ministry of that Body???


5. How many persons have been baptized but then you rarely see them 

                         ever again?

C. I could go on with lessons like: 



1. Immaturity – which is in fact a characteristic of adolescence. 



2. Insecurity – grows out of a lack of knowledge and faith. 



3. Impertinence – also a characteristic of adolescence, 

                                                  “improperly disrespectful” (Websters)



4. Insolence – presumptuously arrogant



a) just plain stupid!?





b) Samson in an unguarded moment was just plain stupid!


5. All of these words of application originate from one simple little three 

                         letter word – SIN!  Let’s call it what it is!


D. But maybe the greatest thing to focus on in Judges, are the positive 

               characteristics of the heroes –



1. Like Samson – how he redeemed his mistakes with the sacrifice of his 

                         life.


2. Like Gideon who learned the hard way about faith and trusting God. 



3. Like Deborah and Barak who demonstrated great leadership, strength, 

                         courage trust, obedience and team-ship!



4. All of these are great stories with great lessons for us! 
Conclusion: I am calling your today to live out your commitment to Christ with CONSISTENCY!
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