“God’s Message through His Written Word”
Ruth

Intro: Without question one of my most favorite books in the entire O.T. 

The title is the name of the central character of the book. 

Ruth was not a Hebrew. She was from the nation of Moab. The Moabites were at various times enemies of Israel. 

But Ruth by God’s divine providence became the wife of an Israelite– one of the two sons of an Israelite named Elimelech and his wife Naomi. 

The setting of the events in this book is during the time period of the Judges. 

We need to understand something that will deepen our appreciation for the content and message of the book of Ruth. 

During a time period in the history of Israel when life was extremely unsettled, turbulent, violent, chaotic and rebellious we have an account of the sweetest most wonderful love story that one could imagine. 
God is present and working and blessing and loving, even in the very midst of chaos and conflict. 

Please read this story from beginning to end. It will bless your life and heart!
I. A summary of the content of the book. 


A. The Book of Ruth is an incredibly beautiful love story with an incredibly 
               deep spiritual truth. 

B. A brief summary of the story: 



1. An Israelite man from the town of Bethlehem moves to live for a 

                        while in the neighboring country of Moab along with his wife Naomi 

                        and their two grown sons. 



2. After arriving in the new country tragedy strikes the family when 

                         Elimelech the husband of Naomi dies. 



3. After their father’s death, the two sons of Naomi marry two women 

                        from Moab.


4. After about ten years tragedy strikes again when the two sons both 

                        die. 



5. Naomi is left alone in the foreign country with only her two 

                         daughters-in-law. 

                        (from this point lets hear the story from the written account) 

                        Chapter 1: 8-19, 22

II. An outline of the story: 


A. Chapter One – “The Reaction”


B. Chapter Two – “The Connection”


C. Chapter Three – “The Set-Up!”


D. Chapter Four – “The Transaction”


E. Chapter 4: 13-22 – “The Celebration”

III. A brief summary of the message of the book:

A. God is Sovereign



1. God is in control and working to fulfill His divine purpose and plan in 

                         every situation!


2. God cares and will provide even when we don’t know the answer to 

                         why!

B. God is providential!


1. The story reveals the guiding, providing hand of God in the lives of an 
                         inconspicuous migrant Hebrew family!


2. In the midst of these human plans God is working to accomplish His 

                        eternal purpose!

C. There is a lesson of complete faith and total trust in God even in the midst of 

                tragedy!


1. Naomi interpreted her tragedy (the loss of a husband and two sons) as 

                         God’s dealing with her harshly; c.f. 1: 20-21


2. Naomi had no answers and her grief was severe and intense, but she 

                         never lost her faith in her God!


3. The reader of the story can put themselves in the place of Naomi and 

                         trust that God has a greater unseen plan that He is accomplishing, 

                         even in the midst of and through the experience of personal tragedy. 



  (*contemporary note: Believers in Jesus respond differently to tragedy 
                         than do non-believers.)

D. A story to negate Israel’s narrow religious and national outlook!



1. The repeated emphasis on the fact that Ruth was a foreigner from the 

                         nation of Moab shows clearly that the sovereignty and grace of God 

                         would not be limited by national boundaries and ethnic distinctions. 



2. The events which demonstrated the heritage of King David with a 

                         great grandmother who was not a Hebrew, challenges the narrow 

                         religious and national outlook of Israel and demanded a greater 

                          openness to God’s working among non-Israelite peoples.
IV. Application relevant to you and me today: 

A. The key words for our personal application from a theological, soteriological 

               (salvation) basis – “Kinsman-Redeemer!”


1. Boaz is a “type” of Christ for all of us reading this love story!


2. Ruth is a role you and I fill with respect to our need for a 

                         Redeemer/Savior!


3. “Marriage” is the perfect picture of the Covenant that God forms with 

                           every person who accepts Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior.



a. He is the Bridegroom and Kinsman-Redeemer to us. 



b. We are His bride, the Church that has been bought by His blood 

                                    that was shed when He gave up His life to pay the price for our 

                                    salvation!

B. God loves each one of us and is always working in our lives to fulfill His 

                purpose and carry out His eternal plan of salvation and redemption of all 

                mankind!


1. Have you recognized His hand in/on your life?



2. Have you responded to His love and provisions for your 

                         salvation/redemption?


3. Has He/Jesus become your personal Kinsmen-Redeemer/Savior 

                         and Lord?
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