God’s message through His written Word
“Joshua”

Introduction:
Joshua is the first book listed in the collection of the O.T. literature known in the Hebrew scripture as “Former Prophets.”
In the Christian tradition it is designated in the section called “historical books.”

The book of Joshua records the history of the Israelites under the leadership of Joshua – who was chosen by God to succeed Moses as the leader of Israel.
The major portions of the book describe the crossing of the Jordan River going into the Promised Land of Canaan. It describes the conquest of the various peoples, tribes and nations in Canaan.
It also describes the apportionment of all of the land of Canaan among the several tribes of Israel.
The title of the book of “Joshua” is derived from the central figure.
The name “Joshua” literally means, “God is our Salvation.”
The person Joshua is identified as the son of Nun, the successor of Moses and the second great military and spiritual leader of Israel. 

I. An outline of the content of the book of Joshua. 


A. Conquest of Canaan (1: 1 – 12: 24)



1. Introduction – 1: 1-18



2. Spies to Jericho – 2: 1-24



3. The Crossing of the Jordan – 3: 1 – 5: 1



4. In the camp at Gilgal – 5: 2-15



5. The fall of Jericho – 6: 1-7



6. The Conquest of Ai – 7: 1 – 8: 29



7. Covenant Ceremony of Shechem – 8: 30-35



8. Peace treaty with the Gibeonites – 9: 1-22



9. Joshua’s Southern campaign – 10: 1-43



10. The Northern campaign – 11: 1-15



11. Summary of regions conquered – 11: 16-23



12. Summary of Kings – 12: 7-24


B. Allotment of the Land – 13: 1 – 21: 45


1. Territory yet unconquered; division of the land ordered – 13: 1-7


2. Inheritance of Transjordan Tribes – 13: 8-33


3. Introduction to allotment of Canaan – 14: 1-15


4. Allotment to Judah – 15: 1-13


5. Allotment to the tribes of Joseph – 16: 1 – 17: 18


6. The allotment of the other seven tribes – 18: 1 – 19: 51


7. Cities of Refuge – 20: 1-19 


8. Levitical Cities – 21; 1-42


9. Occupation concluded – 21: 43-45


C. Conclusion – 22: 1 – 24: 33


1. The Transjordan Tribes return – 22: 1-34


2. Joshua’s farewell address – 23: 1-16


3. Covenant Ceremony at Shechem 24: 1-28



4. Three burial accounts – 24: 29-33

II. The Main Message of the Book of Joshua


A. The content of the book illustrates and demonstrates the theological view 

                that God is revealed by His actions in history. 


1. The testimony of the book is that faithfulness and obedience to God’s 
                         law and covenant will result in His blessing and provision. 



2. However, disobedience and apostasy will result in God’s judgment 

                         and consequences of a disastrous nature. 



3. There is also the picture and principle of the “corporate responsibility” 

                          with respect to “sin in the camp” of the Israelites. 

                          (The tragedy of Achan and the defeat at Ai demonstrated this 

                            principle in dramatic fashion.)

B. Also central to the content of the book of Joshua is the faithfulness of God 
               to fulfill His promise to the patriarchs by leading the people into and giving 
               them “the Promised Land of Canaan.” This testimony is demonstrated 

               specifically by: 


1. …the partitions of the land among the tribes of Israel. 


2. …the geographical details of the boundary lines. 


3. …the careful account of how each tribe, clan and family were blessed 

                         by God and received the benefit of His Promise!

C. The third central idea conveyed in the book of Joshua is the continued 

                affirmation of God’s divine purpose in history. 



1. God made irrevocable promises to all the patriarchs of His chosen 

                         people beginning with Abraham. 



2. God has been in a constant process of fulfilling His promises through 

                         His mighty acts of deliverance. 




a. In Egypt!




b. In the Wilderness!




c. Now into the Land of Canaan!



3. Without the sixth book of the Bible, the first five would be as 

                         incomplete as the Gospels without any accounts of the Resurrection. 
III. Key scripture passages from the book of Joshua; and why they are key to 

      the book:


A. God’s assignment and encouragement: Joshua 1: 1-9


B. Crossing the Jordan – chapters 3-4


C. The Fall of Jericho – chapters 5-6


D. Achan’s sin – chapter 7 (the sin of one affects all)


E. The division of the land of Canaan among the Twelve tribes: chapters 14-19


F. Cities of Refuge – chapter 20


G. Towns for the Levites – chapter 21


H. Joshua’s farewell address – chapter 23


I. The renewal of the Covenant at Shechem – 24: 14-15 and ff. 

IV. Application relevant to our lives today! What is God saying to us in the book of 

      Joshua?

A. Entering the Promised Land – the destination that God has for us. 



1. The Promised Land was the location of the destination but the purpose  

                         of God fulfilled through His people had just begun. 


2. They needed to clean out and clear out all semblance of sin and 

                         ungodliness in the land where they were going to fulfill God’s 

                         purpose. 

B. There is the lesson with respect to faith and obedience to follow God and 

               taking care to do things God’s way!


1. Jericho the best example. (Believing and working God’s way)


2. But their defeat by the town of Ai is another! (Violating God’s way)

C. There is always the issue of complete and total commitment and faithfulness 
                to God regardless of the situation or circumstances. 


1. The Covenant between Israel and God is renewed twice in the book – 

                          at Gilgal and then at Shechem near the end of the book. 



2. The challenge of Joshua to all the people before he departed is 

                         particularly telling and significant with respect to the seriousness of 

                         keeping Covenant with God! c.f. 24: 14-27




a) In essence, don’t make a promise that you aren’t going to keep.



b) Don’t make a promise without understanding its seriousness, 

                                     significance and resolve that will be required to keep it. 



c) You must” walk the walk,” not just “talk the talk.”


D. Some insights from Larry Crabb: 


1. Taking that step of faith to trust in Christ and let Him have your life 
                          only requires faith. 


2. But once we give our lives to Jesus agreeing to let God fulfill His 

                         purpose through us, there will be major battles to fight. 


3. Churches that never equip their members for the real battles that 

                         following Christ requires may grow large in number, but they will 

                         have little Christians  - who are weak in their faith. 


4. “Substantial victory is available in this life but only with struggles that 

                           will remain until Jesus returns!”


5. We must trust and obey and be prepared to fight and fight the fight 

                         God’s Way only!!!


6. And take special note of this fact, the greatest fight and battle for your 

                         life may just be within yourself!


7. Because, for many of us, we are our own worst enemy!

Conclusion: God’s Message to us in the book of Joshua

God has a major purpose and plan on this earth for His Kingdom and the Redemption of all mankind. 

In the book of Joshua God is showing us that He has a place and position for us to move us into that location where He is going to carry out His purpose through us. 

We have to trust God; we have to be led by God and His appointed leaders; We have to obey God’s commands; 

And we have to occupy the place and location He has for us according to the manner and method which God shows us and instructs us to use.
What we have to know and understand is that while we give our lives to God for Him to move us and use us, there will be struggles and difficulties along the way; there will be “enemies” that will stand against us; fight against us and strive to turn us back, defeat us or at least discourage us enough so that we will be tempted to run away, or quit and give up, or return to our former life. 

This place of God’s purpose will involve many tests of faith, obedience and constant perseverance. 

And by the way – these “enemies” are not other people! 

Our enemies are the forces within ourselves that fight against our faith, strength, our peace, resolve, belief, and understanding of ourselves, as well as our relationship with God. 

Sometimes the struggle in the land is against forces in society itself that seem to be fighting  against who we are, what we believe in and what we are trying to do for God!

When we think of this message of God to us from the book of Joshua, how appropriate then the words become to us – which God spoke to Joshua and the people of Israel! 1: 6-9
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