Seven Specific Spiritual Lessons from the book of I Samuel
I. Specific Spiritual Life Lesson number one: 


A. At all times and in all circumstances continue to trust in the sovereignty and 

               providence of God. 


B. The lesson is taken from the story of a mother who with faith and trust 

               continued to pray with hope and promise for the one thing in her life she 

               wanted more than any other – and that was a child. 


C. Then when God gave her a child – what in her eyes and in her heart was the 

               greatest gift she could imagine – she gave her child back to God – as a gift 

               to Him in supreme dedication. 


D. What an incredible lesson of faith, hope, trust and love; 
               What a beautiful picture of perfect trust in the divine sovereignty and 

                providence of Almighty God. 


E. Personal application: 


1. If God doesn’t answer our prayers in just the way we have asked Him,

                         we can trust completely in His sovereignty and providence with 

                         respect to our lives specifically. 



2. God will take care of you!



3. God will give you grace that is sufficient for every situation or 

                         circumstance of your life. 



4. God may not give us exactly what we want, but God will always give 

                         us Himself. 



5. God will show us and teach us that He is our peace; He is our joy; He 

                         is our strength; He is our hope; He is our source; He is our life!
II. Specific Spiritual Life Lesson number two: 

A. This is the lesson which pertains to trying to take advantage of the power of 

               God without having a personal relationship with God. 


1. This foolish action is a formula for disaster. 



2. It is exemplified by the pagan Philistines when they captured the Ark 

                        of the Covenant and tried to take advantage of its power with no 

                        knowledge or understanding of the God Whose Presence the Ark 

                        represented. 



3. c.f. Chaps. 5-6


B. Applicaton: 



1. There are some folks who presumptuously call on God in times of 

                         need or crisis but have no saving relationship with Him whatsoever!



2. I marvel at folks who suddenly speak as if God is readily available 

                        when in the normal course of their lives they never acknowledge Him 

                        whatsoever!



3. If you feel that some day you may have a need to call on God then 

                         today you need to know that you have a saving love relationship with 

                         Him that is real and personal!
III. Specific Spiritual Life Lesson number three: 

A. This life lesson is simply stated as this: “Do it God’s way, not your way!”



1. It means to follow God and do what He says His way, not your way!



2. It is an issue of trust in God as a loving heavenly Father Who knows 

                        exactly the right way, the best way, and His way for doing whatever 

                        He has asked!

B. This lesson is demonstrated in the book of I Samuel when the tribes of Israel 
               demanded to have a King of their own, like all of the other nations around 

               them.


1. Do we ever find ourselves wanting something because someone else 

                         has it and we believe that if we get it we will be as good or great as 

                         them?



2. But we fail to ask God about it with respect to what He has provided 

                         and what He deems as best for us so that we can live for and trust in 

                         and honor Him, bringing Him all glory!



3. There are numerous spinoff lessons of application that we can see 

                         from which we can benefit in the saga of King Saul!
IV. There are at least four immensely valuable and practical life lessons that are 
      found in the events and activities of David, the God chosen King of Israel. 


A. The first of these four lessons from the life of David is stated in the 

               following verses from I Samuel. 



1. I Samuel 16: 1, 6-13



2. The life lesson is stated clearly: “The Lord does not look at the things 

                         man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance but the Lord looks 

                         at the heart.”



3. Can you see and understand the drastic difference between how God 

                         determines value and worth and ability and importance, and how man 

                         determines these values?




a. Human nature invariably is prone to assess worth and value, 

                                   beauty and ability by outward appearance – in virtually every 

                                   category of life imaginable. 




b. But God looks at the inner person. 




c. God looks at our heart and our character. 




d. We would save so much time, money, stress and anxiety is we 

                                   would only live life by God’s own value system!

B. The second major life lesson from the life of David comes from one of the 

               most familiar stories in the Bible – David’s fight against Goliath!



1. The account is recorded in I Samuel 17; 




a. I have preached an entire sermon on just this event.



b. Thousands of others have too.


2. The major lesson in a nutshell – with God’s help we can overcome 

                         any obstacle and defeat any enemy, no matter how insurmountable 

                         they may seem!


C. A third life lesson form the life of David that may go unnoticed by most 

               people:


1. This life lesson is found in the several accounts of the genuine 

                         friendship that developed between David and Saul’s son Jonathan. 

                         (chaps. 18-31)



2. The lesson is this: true friends stick with you through thick and thin; 

                         and true friendship withstands the test of the toughest times!


3. True bosom friends are a rare treasure and a true gift from God. 



4. We are denied one of life’s greatest treasures if we never have a true 

                         friend. 



5. But it takes being a true friend in order to have a true friend. 

D. The fourth and final life lesson from the life of David is found in another 

                obscure and almost hidden account in chap. 25 of I Samuel.



1. This is a kind of interlude that is isolated and separate from the flow 

                         of events in which it is found. 


2. It is an account that reveals how David met and married his wife 

                        Abigail.


3. But there are really two life lessons found in this account; and these 

                        lessons go together. 




a. First when someone insults you, demeans you, disregards you, 

                                   disparages you in any manner – don’t retaliate in the same way 

                                   or don’t attack back on their level – don’t be sucked in to a 

                                   dishonorable way of behavior just because you have been 

                                   wronged. 



b. Because David listened to the wisdom of this woman God took 

                                   up David’s cause and brought retribution in David’s behalf. 




1) This retribution of God resulted in the death of the man 
                                              who had insulted David. 
2) Then God gave Abigail to become David’s wife. 





3) The lesson – always do the honorable thing; always 

                                              honor God and He will honor you in return and take 

                                              retribution in your behalf!
A. Summary


A. The overall lesson for our personal application from the book of I Samuel. 



1. Trust God!



2. Obey God!



3. Follow God!



4. And do things God’s Way not “My Way!”




a. The song they sing at any Christian’s funeral should never be 

                                   “I did it My Way.”




b. The life testimony of every follower of Christ should be 

                                    “I did it God’s Way!”


B. So all of these lessons of life can be applied, no matter what the 
               circumstance or situation: 


1. Against all odds!



2. Facing what seems to be insurmountable obstacles!



3. In the face of personal threats!



4. When we are waiting and tempted to become impatient!



5. When we can’t see a guarantee of the future!




a. Trust Him anyway!




b. Obey Him anyway!




c. Follow Him all the way!




d. Never give up or give in to try and do it our way!




e. This is exactly what Jesus did! c.f. John 5: 19-20
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