A key lesson from the book of I Kings
(A lesson about making good or bad decisions)

I Kings 11: 41 – 12: 19

Intro: Sometimes the simplest common sense decisions can make a life-changing difference; for good or bad, depending. 

When we make a decision, if we allow wisdom and common sense to prevail, the outcome is usually most favorable for everyone involved. 

But when there is immaturity, insecurity, protection and preservation of egos, then most of the time more than likely, bad decisions; wrong decisions, poor decisions are made which adversely affect everybody involved. 

This is the lesson from a young, impetuous, immature king whose name was Rehoboam.

I. The Key figure: Rehoboam!


A. He was the son of King Solomon and was the next in line for the throne of 

               Israel – David was his grandfather!


B. We can learn such a valuable lesson from his mistake and failure. 



1. If he had chosen to follow the wise and prudent counsel of his elder’s 

                         then Israel could have remained a united kingdom!



2. But because he was foolish, immature and thought he had to exercise 
                         the prominence of his position as king and his fragile ego as a person, 

                         he chose to follow the foolish, impetuous and impertinent advice of 

                         his young and immature peers. 




a. And as a result the kingdom of Israel became divided. 




b. The tribes of the North revolted and split off to form their own 

                                   nation with their own king. 



3. Rehoboam was left to rule over a Southern Kingdom comprised of 
                         only two tribes – Judah and Benjamin; the former which contained 
                         the city of Jerusalem where the Temple of God was located which his 
                         father Solomon had built. 


C. This decision resulted in a residual affect regarding the religious practice 

     of the tribes and people of the Northern Kingdom. 



1. The new king of the North decided that he could not allow the people 

                         of the Northern tribes to go to Jerusalem to worship at the Temple 

                         because he feared that by doing so they might become attached to the 

                         city of Jerusalem and be swayed to honor, serve and become loyal to 

                         the King of the South who ruled the city of Jerusalem. 



2. So the Northern King built artificial places of worship, shrines and 
                         specific idols (golden calves) to attract the people to stay in the North 
                         and worship there at these designated locations built on what was 
                         called “high places.”



3. This the people did and by doing so their worship became corrupted 

                         and soon they had replaced the living God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

                         Jacob and Moses with the idols constructed by their Northern King. 



4. And the people turned away from the true God!

II. Can you see the multiple damage and destructive ramifications of one foolish, 

     immature, impetuous decision?

A. Can we learn something from this individual?

B. How does one make a good, wise, smart decision?


1. You start by asking yourself if either one of the choices or decisions 

                         you make would violate, go against or dishonor God and His Word in 

                         any way!



a. If it would, then your choice is clear; we would never want to 

                                   dishonor God or violate His Word in any way. 




b. The dangerous decision is to go ahead and rationalize a choice 

                                   that goes against God’s Word because you simply want to make 

                                   that particular decision for selfish and immature reasons. 



2. The next thing you do is you seek wise counsel!



a. It shows great wisdom and maturity when we ask others who 

                                   are objective, wise, knowledgeable  and experienced to help us 

                                   in our decision. 




b. It shows a lack of maturity and an underlying insecurity when 
                                   we refuse to ask for advice or counsel; or if we only ask 

                                   someone who we know is going to tell us what we want to hear. 



3. The third thing you do is consult the Lord in prayer and in doing so 

                        seek a peace in your heart, mind and spirit regarding the decision you 

                        are considering. 




a. If these is a strong anxiety or confusion, or disturbance that 

                                   remains with you then you need to wait on that decision; or not 

                                   make it at all. 




b. However many times we must discern the difference between 

                                   the fear and/or timidity of doing what we know God wants us to 

                                   do and the anxiety or unrest in our spirit because it is not the 

                                   right decision to make. 


C. Two important points: 



1. The best decision is always the decision that is made with a genuine 

                         sincere desire to honor God, serve God’s Kingdom interests and fulfill 

                         His purpose, plan and will in your life!



2. When God knows that it is our motive to please Him then He will 
                         bless our efforts even if we may have missed the exact route in getting 
                         to where He wants us to go. 


D. A final significant observation: 



1. Every decision Jesus made was the right decision!



2. How did He do it? 



3. Look at and listen to Jesus tell His disciples how He knows what to 

                        do, where to go and how to proceed in fulfilling His Father’s plan and 

                        purpose: 




a. John 5: 16-20; John 15: 5-8




b. I Corinthians 2: 14-16

Conclusion: 

Do you have the “Mind of Christ?”

Do you possess the “Spirit of God,” the Holy Spirit in your life?

Do you know the Father through your faith commitment to the Son, Jesus Christ?

Can you see where the Father is working and “hear” what the Father is saying, because you have the (Spirit of the) Son in your heart and life?

If you do, then you are fully equipped to go out and make good decisions with your life!
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